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* Letters -

Economy vs. Security

To the Editor:

Since the shock of the Japanese sur-
prise-attack on Pear! Harbor in Decem-
ber of 1941, no thoughtful American

_has doubted the value of an effective
clandestine intelligence service to try

- to find out what a potential adversary

. of the U.S, may intend to do, not just
what it is capable of doing. .

The unique instrument in the US
Goernment for that work is the
C.ILA’’s Directorate of Operations. Now
that instrument, subject of sharp but

~only paitly justmed criticism from ex-

" ternal sources in recent years, is
gravely threatened by its own chief:
Director of Central Intelligence Stans- |

. field Turner plans to send firing no-

" tices to 600 more veteran officers,
.after treatma 200 officers to similar
- notices last Nov. 1. N

Those 800 officers represent one in
six in the service. In experience, the
loss is much greater: All are profes-

, sionals of 20 to 30 years’ service, And
( all but a few are “good”; even Turner
says that, Yet in the name of economy

* and a bulge in a personnel curve, Turn-
“er is hounding them out. The country
may be the real victim.’

Only the President or the Congress
can stop the process, by persuading

. Tummer to cancel the notices and pro- |
duce a new.plan for any cuts in the
Operatlons Directorate.

Wha.t pnce another Pearl Harbor?

PR + - CHRISTOPHER MAY
‘ChevyChase, Md., Feb. 22 1978
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